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Learning Objectives

• Analyze how grounding the information literacy frames in the disciplines 
can enhance student learning.

• Apply a strategy to develop instruction ideas in order to teach the 
frames in their own disciplinary contexts.

• Recognize commonalities and variety underlying instruction in the frames 
across wide-ranging disciplines.in order to present the ideas behind the 
frames as complex and nuanced.



The  Framework is informed by 
“…threshold concepts which are 
those ideas in any discipline that 
are passageways or portals to 
enlarged understanding or ways of 
thinking and practicing within that 
discipline.”



Why contextualize

•Motivation

•Nuance 

•Transferability

•Credibility



Scholarship as Conversation

• Whose voices are able to enter into the 
conversation? 

• How does exclusionary nature of scholarly discourse 
affect different disciplines in different ways?

• How does the limited participation in scholarly 
conversation shape the kinds of questions that have 
been asked?

• How does the lack of diverse perspectives shape the 
discourse?



Authority is Constructed and 
Contextual
• Students need to be able to seek out alternative voices and judge them 

on situational criteria, this task can differ by discipline.

• One example would be the knowledge of practitioners and those with 
applied knowledge.

• Seeking out the perspectives of the culture that created an artwork.

• Valuing multiple methods of supporting arguments and different kinds of 
research, eg. Indigenous ways of knowing.



Research as Inquiry

• Research as Inquiry can accommodate alternative outputs beyond 
research papers.

• Research as Inquiry challenges students to draw reasonable conclusions 
based on the analysis and interpretation of information.

• In our disciplines, research is often used for problem posing.

• In Art, Design, & Engineering the final output may be a design solution.



Teaching a contextualized 
Framework
• Contextualize

• Concretize

• Create

CASE Study
Beehive design assignment



Contextualize
• Create learning objectives rooted in both the discipline and the frame.

• What are the discipline’s unique and shared information practices. What 
nuances can be explored better in context? 

CASE Study
Beehive design assignment

• Evaluate the authority of various kinds of experts 

• Understand the purposes & uses of various sources 
of information on bees



Concretize

• Concrete examples or problems that could elucidate 
how the frame operates in this discipline. 

CASE Study
Beehive design assignment

• Students need to seek out practitioner knowledge rather than just 
scholarly knowledge. 

. 



Create
• Creating an activity that will support active learning related to the frame 

is an essential step as it allows students to engage with the frame and 
incorporate it into their practice.

CASE Study
Beehive design assignment

• For our example, identify problems in current bee ecology 
and beehive design using both scientific research and 
practitioner knowledge

• Create a hive that uses design to attempt to solve 
these problems.



BINGO Time

• Create a discipline-specific learning objective or identify an issue within 
that discipline for the frame it intersects. 

• Fill 2-3 boxes with your ideas

• Walk around if you are able and collect other people’s ideas

• First person to blackout wins all the glory!



Discussion
And

Debrief
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